COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS
7.24.22 - GOD JUST WANTS ME TO BE HAPPY

CONNECT TO OTHERS
What currently brings you happiness?

CHRISTIANS
BELIEVE

Have you ever been unhappy but joyful? Share the circumstances.

CONNECT TO GOD
Discuss the difference between joy and happiness.

As Christians in America, happiness is almost fundamental to our nature. Our Declaration of
Independence grants us the right to pursue it and our consumer-based culture is constantly trying to
sell it to us. How do you think the environment in which we live affect our definition of happiness?

What are some pitfalls of its pursuit? Do you think men and women who lived during Jesus’s time on
earth experienced happiness the same way that we do today? What about their experience of joy?

Read the following verses and discuss the differences and similarities between “happiness” and “joy”
in God’s Word. Do you think they can be used interchangeably in these verses?

Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again. (Job 7:7)
Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. (James 5:13)
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. (Psalm 90:14)
I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. (John 15:11)

APPLY THE TEACHING
Read Matthew 5-7 (the Sermon on the Mount). Pastor Schlie describes it as a “very direct message”
from Jesus. What teachings in it challenge what you think you know about God’s character?
Can you find any teachings that contradict any of the “Lies Christians Believe” that we’ve been
examining in this series? The “lies” include the following: God won’t give me more than I can handle;
Everything happens for a reason; Follow your heart; Only God can judge me;
God just wants me to be happy?

